July 25, 2019

Coalition to Dear Members of Congress:

REDUCE

1 The undersigned organizations collectively represent millions of
Spending g 9 y TP

Americans who are concerned about rising spending and debt. It is on
their behalf that we urge you to support smart, forward-looking

ﬂ I E‘ spending reform.

Our organizations work on a variety of issues on which we do not
\/ always agree, but we are united in our concern about the United States’
AMERICAN COM M |T| IENT finances. It has been decat.ies since angress fqllpwed its own r.nandatefd
budget process. The National Debt is $22 trillion and counting amid
historic deficits and looming liabilities in major programs.

: AMERICANS FOR
PROSPERITYj The options for fixing this problem are as well-known as they are

perpetually ignored, and Congress simply must pursue all avenues for
forcing fiscal responsibility.

BAERICANS
TAX REFORM One such option is Senator Mike Braun and Representative Kevin

Brady’s Maximizing America’s Prosperity (MAP) Act of 2019, which
dc would cap federal primary spending (including both discretionary and

I F[Ewrd()m medpgrity entitlement spending) as a percentage of potential GDP.

The bill is similar to the ways other countries have successfully

THE CLUB FOR . controlled their spending and debt, such as the Swiss Debt Brake or
Eﬂ” " ” Swedish fiscal control measures. Research from policy experts Dr.
Barry Poulson and Dr. John Merrifield (2015) showed that if the United

tcoyvnert £OR States had pursued its own binding fiscal rules over the same time other
CITIZENS countries did, the national debt could have been almost 50% less than
| AGAINST : :
GOVERNMENT what it was.
WASTE

Demanding that Congress do its most basic duties need not be a difficult
request. Lawmakers simply must control spending, pass responsible

reedomWorks budgets, and implement binding rules for this generation and the next.

<

TGE O RGI A For these reasons, we urge you to co-sponsor and support this critical

BUBLIC POLICY FOUNDATION piece of legislation as a component of desperately needed fiscal
responsibility in Washington.

y

THE HEARTLAND INSTITUTE

FREEDOM RISING

Sincerely,

! Poulson, Barry W, and Merrifield, John D. (2016) Can the Debt Growth Be Stopped? Lanham, MD, Lexington Books.
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